Hamline Church United Methodist  Church Council Meeting Minutes 
October 28, 2025 - 7:00pm  
Mariah Tollgaard, Becky Omdahl, Carol Anderson, Jay Alexander, Kathy Schill, Priscila Luitjens, Sharon Fields, Amy Ireland, Angela Wolf Scott, Emma Close, Gil Young, Janet Beneke, Brian Lulek 
7:02 Welcome & Check In Gil welcomed everyone and asked all to share favorite Halloween candy
7:05 Consent Agenda Minutes and Growth Grant - Learning & Discussion About Israel & Palestine (att 03. Growth Grant Application) Gil asked for a motion to approve. Kathy made the motion. Carol seconded. The motion was unanimously passed.
7:07 Discussion Agenda Sharon presented the 2026 Budget Overview (att 04.2026 Preliminary Budget). There was some discussion on sick leave and member care. There was also discussion on Dining Hall finances and how it could look in the future. Sharon also mentioned there was a high number of maintenance expenses. Mariah and Sharon mentioned they are always looking at creative ways to cover these things.
7:35 Amy presented her idea for expanding the Wednesday night meals to help since there is a big concern over the loss of SNAP benefits. Discussion was made over how it works now and how it would work if expanded.
7:58 Church Conference Forms for Church Council Approval Gil asked for a motion to recommend first forms for approval. Kathy made the motion. Angela seconded. The motion was unanimously passed. Gil then asked for a motion to recommend ministry forms for approval. Amy made the motion. Priscilla seconded. The motion was unanimously passed.
SPRC – Closed Session 
Council was presented with Clergy Compensation forms (att 18a&b. Tollgaard & Fields 2026 compensation forms). Gil asked for a motion to recommend clergy compensation forms for approval. Kathy made the motion. Emma seconded. The motion was unanimously passed. Sharon and Mariah abstained from the vote.
Council was presented with Interim Pastor of Congregational Care (att 19. Interim Pastor of Congregational Care Agreement) information. Sally Johnson will extend contract until 4/1/2026. (Jay pointed out typo of Sept. 2025 – April 2025). Gil asked for a motion to approve amended contract dates (Sept. 2025 – April 2026). Amy made the motion. Becky seconded. The motion was unanimously passed.
8:25 Adjourn Gil asked for a motion to adjourn.  Priscilla made the motion. Jay seconded. The motion was unanimously passed.
Town Hall Forum Breakout groups. Met to discuss different aspects of the Town Hall presentation. Each group submitted notes to pastors. 
 Next Meeting – Tuesday, November 25 at 7:00pm via Zoom
Important Dates:  11/2 – Stewardship Campaign begins, 11/8  - Cluster Charge Conference 4pm, Path of Grace UMC, 11/16 - Town Hall Forum after worship  
