Hamline Church United Methodist
Church Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 26, 2025 – 7:00pm
Amy Ireland, Janet Beneke, Kathy Schill, Priscilla Luitjens, Sharon Fields, Aaron Anderson, Emma Close, Gil Young, Angela, Wolf Scott, Kristin Purcell, Miriam Friesen, Jay Alexander, Mariah Tollgaard, Tove Trelstad-Larsen, Brian Lulek, Piper Lulek, Marisol Tollgaard, Ruby Aligoda
7:09 Introduction: Welcome & Check in.  Amy opened and aske council to check in and answer question “Where have you seen God this summer?”
7:25 Consent Agenda: Minutes (att 02 June) and Fride Replacement (att 07) Amy asked for a motion to approve. Gil made the motion, Aaron seconded. The motion passed unanimously
 7:25 Discussion Agenda: Welcome and introduction of Tove Trelstad-Larsen. She spoke about her background, schooling and how she came to MN and Hamline Church.
Introduction of Young Leaders Program interns (Piper Lulek, Marisol Tollgaard, Ruby Aligoda). Interns were asked to explain the program and what their project is. Council then asked questions of the interns to learn more about the program.
Finance – Kathy discussed the Giving Opportunities Recommendation (att 08 Fundraising& Special Giving). It was stated that we want to give folks the opportunity to give but also want to be careful we aren’t asking to many times. Discussion was had regarding local giving vs. the six special Sundays and how that would work. Amy asked to approve the Special Giving Policy. The policy is adopted unanimously.
Kathy gave an update on the Employee Retention Credit (att 04 Employee Retention). We found out that we were approved, and the amount is 103,017.14. The plan is to put those fond in the Miscellaneous Designated (high yield saving) account. Kathy moved to approve proceeds from ERC going to Hermes Miscellaneous Designated (high yield saving) account. The motion passed unanimously. 
Sharon went over financials. She reported that we are having a good year. We are over in revenue and under in expenses. She also mentioned work is being done regarding Endowment Fund.
The Bridge Autism Lease and Transition – The Bridge should be arriving in February 2026. Amy asked for a vote to approve lease and commission agreement. The motion passed unanimously.
Important Dates:
· Aug 21 – Sept 1 Dining Hall at MN State Fair
· Sept 7 – Fall Worship Series Begina & Chancel Choir Returns
· Sept 14 – Rally Sunday & Sacred Studio Begins
· Sept 17 – Wednesday Night programs begin
· Sept  27 – CCEC Presentation: The Status of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives in Minnesota 


8:23 Adjourn & Closing Prayer Amy asked for a motion to adjourn. Kathy made the motion and Aaron seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Next meeting – Tuesday September 23, 7pm Zoom
Follow Up Tasks
	Finance – Stewardship planning
	Trustees – building projects ongoing, accessibility team meeting
	SPRC – new member orientation




