Hamline Church United Methodist
Church Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, April 22, 2025 – 7:00pm
Mariah Tollgaard, Janet Beneke, Priscilla Luitjens, Sharon Fields, Aaron Anderson, Amy Ireland, Carol Anderson, Emma Close, Gil Young, Jay Alexander, Brian Lulek, Lynn Mullin
7:02 Introduction: Gil Young opened meeting. He asked each person to introduce themselves to Lynn and say how long they have been at Hamline and what they do.
7:14 Consent Agenda: Motion made to approve by Carol. Amy seconded. It was passed unanimously.
7:15 Discussion Agenda: 
Finance update – (att 03, 2025 03 Financials) Janet presented Q1 report. Showed budget numbers. Also showed numbers without Dining Hall & Endowments. She showed church revenue and we’re ahead by $10,000 and down on expenses. Sharon also shared about managing financially during uncertain times and how to operate accordingly.
SPROUT Garden/Outside Projects – (att. 04, SPROUT and Hamline Microfarm layout) Sharon shared about all the things happening with the SPROUT garden. It’s being made more accessible and it will look like one garden vs separate from the microfarms.
The rain garden will be cut back, cleaned up and possible additions of new plans.
There has been lots of water in the music room. There will be excavation next to the 26 feet of wall. There will be waterproofing and backfill.
Community Ministry Connections – Mariah mentioned some important events coming up. She mentioned the Isaih Listening Session (April 27, 11:15am). This will be an interfaith group for a survey to share thoughts and concerns. She also mentioned InterFaith Action’s Project Home. She shared about their new project at the hotel in Bandana Square. There is an info meeting on May 13.
7:58 SPRC Closed Session: No major updates from Mariah. Kids/Youth position is still open. Sally Johnson will possibly be asked to extend work. Kida and Youth programing is set for the summer.
Important Dates:
May 7 – 6pm HU End of School Bash and neighborhood Pizza Party
May 18 – 10am World Premier of Commissioned Organ & Choral Music
June 7 – Hamline Church Talent & Fundraiser
8:03 Motion to adjourn made by Aaron, seconded by Priscilla. It was passed unanimously.
Next meeting – Tuesday May 27, 7pm
Follow up tasks:
Finance – Additional giving and UMC offerings review
Trustees – Garden Grounds Workday: April 26 and May 3 (9am – 12pm)
APRC – Employee Handbook review

